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colony of passive resisters." At this time Tolstoy was in very Ipuv
spirits due to the strained relationship with his wife ; also his physical
condition was not too good. Nevertheless Tolstoy answered Gandhi's
letter on the very day he received it. This long letter, dated Sep-
tember 7, was delayed in transit and reached Gandhi only a few
weeks before Tolstoy's death. The following is a translation from the
Russian original :
"I received your journal, and was pleased to learn all contained
therein concerning the passive resisters ; and I felt like telling you all
the thoughts which that reading called up to me.
"The longer I live, and especially now, when I vividly feel the
nearness of death, I want to tell others what I feel so particularly
clearly and what to my mind is of great importance, namely, that
which is called 'passive resistance', but which is in reality nothing
else than the teaching of love uncorrupted by false interpretations.
That love, which is the striving for the union of human souls and
the activity derived from it, is the highest and only law of human life ;
and in the depth of his soul every human being — as we most clearly
see in children — feels and knows this; he knows this until he is
entangled by the false teachings of the world. This law was pro-
claimed by all — by the Indian as by the Chinese, Hebrew, Greek
and Roman sages of the world. I think this law was most clearly
expressed by Christ, who plainly said, 6In love alone is all the law
and the prophets.'
"But, foreseeing the corruption to which this law may be subject,
he straightway pointed out the danger of its corruption, which is
natural to people who live in worldly interests — the danger, namely,
which justifies the defence of those interests by the use of force, or,
as he said, cwith blows to answer blows, by force to take back things
usurped,' etc. He knew, as every sensible man must know, that the
use of force is incompatible with love as the fundamental law of
life; that as soon as violence is permitted, in whichever case it may
be., the insufficiency of the law of love is acknowledged, and by this
the very law of love is denied. The whole Christian civilization, so
brilliant outwardly, grew up on this self-evident and strange mis-
understanding and contradiction, sometimes conscious but mostly
unconscious.
"In reality, as soon as force was admitted into love, there was no
more love; there could be no love as the law of life; and as there

